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MESSAGE FROM THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER 


I t is a time of great change for road policing which 
will deliver benefits not only for police but more 
importantly the entire Victorian community. 

Advances in driver drug testing, hoon procedures, 
coordinated enforcement operations, a raft of new 
equipment, the Road Policing Intelligence Unit, the 
annual Vision 237 Conference and the development 
of the Centre for Road Policing are all examples of 
the rapid rate of progression. 

Together with partner agencies and the 
community we have achieved the two consecutive 
lowest road tolls on record. Victoria has become the 


envy of international jurisdictions and the yardstick 
by which all other Australian states are measured. 

Victoria Police has a road map for the future; it will 
continue to take a great deal of dedication and a lot 
of hard work, but together we can continue to make 
a genuine difference. 

After all, the saving of lives and the prevention of 
serious injuries is one of the primary reasons for our 
very existence as an organisation. 


KEN LAY 

DEPUTY COMMISSIONER (ROAD POLICING) 
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MAKING NEWS 


FOR THE LATEST POLICE NEWS VISIT 

www.vicpolicenews.com.au 



HOON HOTSPOTS 

Top 10 suburbs for hoon 
impoundments 

11 St Albans 
11 Werribee 
11 Hoppers Crossing 
" Mildura 
11 Shepparton 
11 Frankston 
:: Mill Park 
11 Craigieburn 
11 Meadow Heights 
11 Reservoir 


FOUR YEARS HAVE PASSED SINCE VEHICLE IMPOUNDMENT 
LEGISLATION WAS INTRODUCED IN VICTORIA. 


EDITORIAL CHELSEA ARNOLD 
PHOTOGRAPHY VICTORIA POLICE 
IMAGE LIBRARY 


H otted-up cars, loud music, 
screeching tyres, excessive 
speed, smoking wheels - hoon 
vehicles - you cannot miss them. 

However, since the introduction 
four years ago of hoon legislation, 
more than 11,500 of them have 
been taken off the roads. 

And Victoria Police is getting 
even tougher on hoons. 

Deputy Commissioner (Road 
Policing) Ken Lay said proposed 
changes to hoon legislation will 


PENALTIES FOR HOON 
OFFENCES 

1st offence 

Two-day impoundment 

2nd offence 

Three-month impoundment 
3rd offence 

Forfeiture of vehicle 


see vehicle impoundment periods 
extended and applied to a wider 
range of offences. 

First time hoon offenders 
could have their vehicle impounded 
or immobilised for a week, up 
from 48 hours, and second 
time offenders will face an 
impoundment of an immediate 
28 days.Third time offenders 
face the likely chance they will 
lose their vehicle permanently. 


“We know impounding vehicles is 
having an impact. These proposed 
changes provide a harsher penalty 
to dangerous drivers and act as a 
stronger deterrent against hoon 
behaviour,” Mr Lay said. 

Victoria Police statistics show 
young drivers proved the biggest 
hoons with 59 per cent of all 
offending drivers aged 18 to 25. 

P-platers make up 40 per cent 
of all hoons, fully licensed drivers 
make up 46 per cent, disqualified 
drivers six per cent, learners four 
per cent, unlicensed three per cent, 
and international licence holders 
one per cent. 

Men accounted for 97 per cent 
of hoons. 

Almost 1000 motorcycles 
have been impounded, including 
one detected travelling 140 kph in 
a 50 kph zone in Portland in May. 
Another motorcyclist had their 
bike impounded after being caught 
travelling 220 kph in Werribee in 
June 2007. 

Mr Lay was appalled by this 
behaviour. 

“Driving at these speeds is 
reckless and stupid and these 
motorists don’t deserve to be 
on the road,” he said. 

“Hoon legislation has allowed 
us to get these people, who take 
risks, who do the wrong thing, who 
put others’ lives in danger, off the 
road,” he said. 

“But there is a significant 
attitude problem among some 
of our drivers that needs to 
change before more lives are lost. 

“What people need to understand 
is that if they choose to act like a 
hoon there’s a very good chance 
they’ll either end up having their 
vehicle impounded, in a collision 
or dead. It’s as simple as that.” ■ 


If you see a hoon car on the road, 
call the Crime Stoppers Hoon 
Hotline on 1800 333 000. 


HOON BEHAVIOUR 

Under the vehicle impoundment legislation, hoon behaviour is: 

11 Excessive speed (45 kph above the speed limit) 

1 ] Loss of traction, spinning wheels, fish-tailing, doughnuts 
1 ] Evading police 
' ] Street racing 
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SMALLTALK 


VOXPOP 


WHAT MESSAGE WOULD YOU SEND TO HOONS? 



SENIOR CONSTABLE ARTHUR GEORGES 

MELBOURNE WEST POLICE 

Hooning causes absolute carnage on our roads. Not 
only is it extremely dangerous to yourself, but to other 
drivers and pedestrians as well. Please think twice 
before driving like a hoon, because in the blink of an 
eye it could be the last day you live to see. 


POLICEFACT 



DID YOD KNOW? 

FAILURE TO STOP OR GIVE WAY AT A 
LEVEL CROSSING IS AN OFFENCE. 


Drivers who fail to stop and then enter 
a level crossing when devices are 
bperating'or the train/tram is visible 
are liable for a $597 fine and the loss 
of four demerit points. 




I 




SENIOR CONSTABLE HOLLY CLARKE 

MELBOURNE WEST POLICE 
Slow down! Be aware of others on the road and 
don’t let something as stupid as hooning ruin your 
life. It’s just not worth it. 


r 
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CONSTABLE BEN OAKLEY 

MELBOURNE WEST POLICE 



It’s not all about you. If you kill yourself speeding, 
we’re the ones who have to tell your family and 
friends and they’re the ones who have to suffer for 
your actions, not you. 


POLLPOSITION 


LAST EDITION'S 
POLL QUESTION: 

WOULD YOU CONSIDER A 
CAREER WITH VICTORIA POLICE? 

YES 82.5% NO 11.1% MAYBE 6.4% 



THIS EDITION'S ONLINE POLL QUESTION IS: 


Do you plan how you’ll get home if you know you’ll be drinking? 

OYes ONo O Sometimes 

Vote online now at www.police.vic.gov.au/policelife on the Internet. 
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NBOX 


POLICE LIFE LOVES HEARING WHAT 
YOU THINK ABOUTTHE MAGAZINE, 
YOUR LOCAL POLICE AND VICTORIA 
POLICE IN GENERAL. 

WRITE, FAXOR EMAIL POLICE 
LIFE AT: POLICE LIFE, PO B0X415, 
MELBOURNE, 3005. 

FAX 9247 5982 
EMAIL: 

policelife-mgr@police.vic.gov.au 

follow US ON 


m. 


FACEBOOKAND 

TWITTER. 


tenfflka? 


@riaxo Don’t drink and drive kids! 

I saw lots of kids swerving all over 
the road on the way home tonight. 
@VictoriaPolice will catch them 
sooner or later! 

@erviris Good work on Operation 
Ardent @VictoriaPolice. Perhaps 
new drivers should be put through 
improved training? 

@ArisArtisan It’s really sad. Until I 
started following @VictoriaPolice I 
didn’t realise how many people take 
road safety for granted! Dead sad. 

@nictilley Just got pulled over 
for a breath test. Good to see 
@VictoriaPolice out in force! 

Of course I haven’t been 
drinking so no worries there! 


SINCERELYGRATEFUL 

On 1 August, I was informed by 
Melbourne West police that my 
brother had been killed in a 
single-car collision. Naturally I 
was distraught so they drove me 
to be with my mother in Eltham. 

She was waiting with police 
from Darebin who stayed with her 
until I arrived, making endless 
cups of tea and consoling her. 

A cou pie of weeks after my 
brother’s death I received a 
‘with sympathy’ card from the 
Melbourne West members. 

It blew me away. 

I cannot express how grateful 
I am for all the kindness and 
compassion shown to our family 
from these members in a time of 
great loss. 

I wish to pass on my thanks 
and immense gratitude to these 
wonderful people who helped us 
through an awful time. 


MICHELLE MULDER, 
KENSINGTON 


INSPIRED STUDENTS 

I would like to say thank you to 
Victoria Police, victims of road 
trauma and individuals serving 
prison terms for culpable driving 
who came to our school to give a 
road safety presentation. 

The experience was extremely 
positive. All 150 students were quiet 
and attentive, so enthralled by the 
presentation that when the bell 
rang, they did not want to leave. 

The information provided 
was factual, personal and the 
impact it has had on our 
students has been measurable. 

I cannot recommend the 
presentation highly enough. 

MARY MCPHERSON, 

PRINCIPAL, CASTLEMAINE 
SECONDARYCOLLEGE 


OPERATION CLEAR VIEW 

I would like to pass on my 
appreciation to the police involved 
in Operation Clear View. 

Not only are heavily tinted 
windows a safety hazard, but I 
feel they support a voyeuristic 
side to the community. 

The anonymous and aggressive 
behaviour of certain drivers 
behind a darkened screen in a 
lump of high-speed metal has 
an anti-social aspect to it that 
needs to be discouraged. 

Although this may not be 
the intention of Operation Clear 
View, the initiative may have 
made a valuable impact in 
removing a place to hide for 
these personality types. 

GRAEMETHORNTON, 

YALLAMBIE 



M 


OCTOBER 2010 POLICELIFE 
































JEFFREY KYNE 


RANK Sergeant 
AGE 47 

GRADUATED 1982 

STATION Shepparton Highway Patrol 


WHAT DOES YOUR WORK INVOLVE? I am primarily responsible for 
road safety in the Shepparton Police Service Area (PSA). It has the 
main arterial route between Queensland and Melbourne for trucks 
and also a route between Melbourne and Adelaide. 

We do anything and everything involving traffic and also support general 
duties members.There is a high priority on collision reduction. Our office 
has a very good local focus on reducing traffic collisions, where the 
members have taken the responsibility of working out of their rostered 
hours to caterforthe area’s collision times and locations.This has 
allowed us to address the main collision and traffic problem areas. 

Shepparton PSA is right up there when it comes to vehicle impound 
detections. The area seems to attract a high number of hoon-related 
driving offences. 

WHAT ARE THE CHALLENGES YOU FACE? Some people think 
it’s a right to drive, whereas I think it’s a privilege. For that reason we 
focus on enforcement through infringements and prosecution and 
educating drivers. 

There are a lot of things that people do on the road purely because they 
don’t know any better, or they think that because they’ve seen someone 
else do it, it’s OKforthem to do it too. They think that’s all fine and dandy 
until someone gets hurt. 

The blatantly stupid offences that people commit on the roads in 
Shepparton never cease to amaze me. 


WHAT DO YOU ENJOY ABOUT YOUR WORK? It is like a breath of 
fresh air coming to the Shepparton Highway Patrol office. We’ve got 
members who are enthusiastic and very dedicated to traffic. There is a 
very interesting and culturally diverse community around us creating 
numerous traffic issues and other problems. I like the fact that working 
in traffic allows you to be proactive. 


BEHINDTHEBADGE 



EQUIPMENTSHOWCASE 


A HAND-HELD DEVICE IS GIVING POLICE BETTER ACCESS 
TO OPERATIONAL INFORMATION. 


T he Portable Mobile Data Terminals will not only enable police to receive 
job dispatches direct to the device, but also allow access to police 
databases, messaging, and Intranet applications at the touch of a button. 

It will also provide police with urgent intelligence including images of 
recently missing children or wanted persons. 

Members from uniform stations and units including the Operations 
Response Unit and the Melbourne Bike Patrol recently took part in a 
two-month pilot. Up to 100 terminals are set to be rolled out by the end 
of the year. 


QUICKSTATS 


THE 

HIDDEN TOLL 

THE NUMBER OF PEOPLE 
SERIOUSLY INJURED ON 
VICTORIAN ROADS HAS 
DROPPED BY A MASSIVE 
18.5 PER CENT SINCE 2007. 


T 


he number of serious injuries 
obtained in road collisions in 2007 
was 8433, but with a significantly 
lesser amount of 6863 in 2009 it is a 
testament to the tireless efforts and 
encouragement of police and the 
TAC to drive safely on the roads. 

With so much emphasis on 
the number of people killed, 
the hidden toll of those seriously 
injured is one that seems to take 
a back seat. 

From brain damage to quadriplegia, serious injuries are a devastating 
and constant reminderto the victims and their families of the road 
trauma that changed their lives forever. 

But determined police operations, a strong push to buy safer 
cars and advertising campaigns are making a noticeable impact. 
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BRIEFING 




1. Granny 
hoon chases 
secret [over 


A n elderly woman caught travelling 
64 kph over the speed limit has said 
not even a disqualified licence would stop 
her from seeing her lover. 


Police attempted to intercept the 81-year-old 
alongthe Murray Valley Highway on 5 July but 
not even flashing lights and howling sirens 
could stop her. 



2. Wiser 
walkers 


T he Wiser Walkers Live Longer program 
was launched by Melbourne East 
police on 13 July. 

The initiative, started by Roadsafe Inner 
Eastern, is aimed at refreshing older 
pedestrians’ knowledge of road safety 
and reducing their risk of being injured 
on the road. 


Continuing for four kilometres until finally 
pulling over, the driver said she had no choice 
but to continue as she would not be separated 
from her secret lover who was travelling in a 
separate car. 

The woman’s licence has been suspended for 
12 months and she was fined $850. 


The program began when police noticed 
a significant increase in pedestrian 
fatalities, especially among men aged 
over 60. 

The display is set up in a major shopping 
centre on weekdays with two educational 
seminars conducted during the week. 


3. Slow car pursuit 


B endigo police were led on a ‘slow car pursuit’ as a 
drunken 14-year-old swerved alongthe roads of 
Strathdale in a stolen ute on 13 June. 

It was about 12.45am when police signalled him to stop, but 
the teen ignored their direction and continued travelling at 
snail-speed before stopping at the first major intersection 
and running into a bush near Kennington Reservoir. 

Police apprehended the youth before taking him to Bendigo 
police station where he was charged with several offences 
includingtheft of a motorvehicle and drink-driving. 


4. Flinders flounders 

It appears the intersection where Flinders Street meets 
St Kilda Road is a collision hotspot. The busy traffic 
spot was announced the worst area for road trauma in 
Melbourne, with 35 collisions over the past year. 



ODD SPOT 


DAFT DRINK DRIVER 

An Essex man has lost his licence after being 
caught drink-driving in a toy Barbie car. Although 
the car travels slower than a mobility scooter 
and could be outrun by a pedestrian, the man 
was charged as he was found to be twice the 
drink-drive limit and had been issued with a 
ban in the past. The father of four explained 
that the toy was a little project he was working 
on with his son who is studying car mechanics. 

Once they had finished modifying the car he 
could not resist the temptation to take it 
out. After the hearing he said he was not 
unhappy with his punishment, just a little 
surprised, and that he was a ‘complete twit 
to say the least’. 


DANCING COP 

A US traffic policeman has turned the normal 
repertoire of traffic-directing moves into a dance 
routine. Working on the busy streets of Rhode 
Island since 1984, the‘dancing cop’spins on his 
heels, drops to his knees, falls back on his hands 
then springs back upright. He blows his whistle 
rhythmically and points his white-gloved hands 
frantically while bopping from side-to-side. 
Although the policeman retired in 1988, his dance 
routine was so popular he was asked to return 
by the Mayor of Rhode Island shortly after his 
retirement. He has been directing traffic on a part- 
time basis during the Christmas period ever since, 
and has gained significant media attention with 
fans posting videos of his routine on the Internet. 
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OVERSEAS NEWS: WHAT IS HAPPENING IN THE WORLD OF POLICING? 



o 


SWITZERLAND 

Police have seized a $240,000 sports car after 
the driver was caught travelling at 290 kph on a 
Swiss motorway. His licence and 570-horsepower 
Mercedes-Benz were seized after he was released 
from custody. The reckless driver could face a fine of 
up to one million Swiss francs. 


Q USA 

A Washington teen has been charged with 
stealing a bus and taking it for a joyride. 

Dressed in an operator’s uniform, he stole the 
bus from a storage area then proceeded to 
pick up passengers who were unaware of the 
theft until the teen hit large tree limbs which 
prompted witnesses to call 911. 

The Daily Mail UK 


5. Number plate 
recognition trial 

V ictoria Police’s Road Safety Division is 
managingthe automatic number plate 
recognition (ANPR) trial. 

ANPR is a mass surveillance method that 
uses optical character recognition to read 
licence plates enabling the electronic 
detection of offences including unlicensed 
driving, unregistered vehicles, and stolen 
number plates. 

ANPR can store images and text captured 
by the cameras and with infrared lighting 
pictures can betaken at anytime of the day 


6. Third 
strike dead 

Police were left dumbfounded after 
catching a P-plater drink-driving twice 
in one night. 

The 18-year-old from Gowanbrae was 
initially intercepted at 2.45am on 9 July 
with a reading of .083 per cent. He received 
a penalty notice and had his licence 
suspended for six months. 

Police were astounded when they came 
across the same vehicle in Airport West less 
than two hours later, the teen then providing 
a breath test sample of .069 per cent. 

He will be charged on summons for 
drink-driving offences and driving with 
a suspended licence. 





8. State 
Highway Patrol 


10. Fatality 
free Friday 

I t was a symbolic and shocking reminder 
of the lives lost on Australian roads 
when 1500 shoes were placed on the 
steps of Federation Square on Fatality 
Free Friday Each pair represented a life 
lost on Australian roads last year with 290 
representing the Victorian fatalities. 


V ictoria Police’s State Highway 
Patrol (SHP) is a dedicated road 
policing unit that has been targeting 
traffic hot-spots since its inception 
in December. 


The SHP is an intelligence-based road 
policing unit that focuses on high road 
trauma areas, takes part in statewide blitzes, assists local Highway Patrol 
Units (HPUs), as well as promoting road safety 

While local HPUs police a specific area, the SHP is extremely flexible in 
that it can travel anywhere in the state depending on where the intelligence 
leads them. Members have also been sworn-in as special constables in 
New South Wales and South Australia to enable them to cross the border 
with authority if required. 


9. Be Aware 


V ictoria Police teamed 
up with the Victorian 
Motorcycle Advisory Council 
for Operation Be Aware from 
30 July to 1 August. The 
operation saw police speak 
with more than 1000 road 
users in a bid to encourage 
them to share the road safely 

The operation was initiated 
after figures showed 
an alarming increase in 
motorcyclist fatalities. While 22 lives were claimed as at 
3 October last year, an alarming 36 had been killed at the 
same time this year. 


7. Road 

rage 

runner 

A 35-year-old man has 
been sentenced to 18 
months’ jail for a road rage 
attack involving a mother 
and four teenage boys in 
Bendigo, 2007. 

The incident occurred when 
the man pulled up alongside 
the victims and noticed the 
teen boys laughing. He took 
offence and retaliated by 
side-swiping the vehicle and 
screaming abuse before 
ramming the car repeatedly 
and smashing the back 
window with a glass stubby. 


NUMBER CRUNCHING 


.> 

CO 

1989 

40 kph 

/ 

CO 

.\ 

3.5 million 

! A significant number when it comes to road 
i deaths. In 2009,33 per cent of deaths were 
! attributed to inappropriate speed while 35 per 
! cent involved people under 30 and 33 per cent 
| showed a presence of drugs. 

\ 

The year the TAC introduced its 
first road safety advertisement. 
Twenty years later these ads 
continue to be confronting, 
challenging and controversial. 

/ \ 

This is the speed you should 
be driving at in a school 
zone. The rule applies between 
8-9.30am and 2.30-4pm 
on school days. 

/ 

The year seatbelts became 
compulsory in Victoria. By 1974, 
deaths had decreased by 37 per cent 
with injuries also decreasing by 

41 per cent. So buckle up, it could 
save your life. 

That is how many licensed 
drivers are on Victorian 
roads. In 2009, however, a 
staggering 9835 of these 
licences were suspended. 
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IN 2009, VICTORIA POLICE: 

[ ] Conducted 3.7 million random alcohol tests 
[ ] Processed 26,999 drivers for exceeding a 
0.05 Blood Alcohol Concentrate 
] Conducted 27,873 random drug tests 
l Processed 319 drivers for drug-driving 
] Ran 1500 television ads warning of drink-driving operations 
] Checked 5.4 million vehicles 
] Issued 1.12 million speed camera infringements 
] Issued 250,000 police-detected infringements 
] Issued 156,000 red light camera infringements 
] Suspended 9835 driver’s licences 


M ore licensed drivers and 
more cars means more 
collisions on Victorian roads. 

With more than 3.5 million 
drivers and 4.5 million register 
vehicles in Victoria, travelling c 
201,000 kilometres of roads ar 
1010 kilometres of freeways, 
Victoria Police recognised a ne 
change the way it polices the n 
But it is a tough task to char 
society’s attitudes towards dri' 
Motorists want to get to 
their destinations quickly, car 
manufacturers promote their 
vehicles’ speeds, motor racing 
is as popular as ever and movi< 
are forever glorifying speed. 

And with this year’s annual 
road toll tipped to increase, no- 
decrease, the push to crack do 
on those being irresponsible oi 
roads has never been stronger. 













SAVING LIVES 

.01 Victoria Police is relentlessly 
pursuing ways to cut the road toll. 

.02 Highway Patrol members are 
always on the road encouraging 
motorists to take care. 

.03 The rollout of booze buses in 
1990 had an immediate impact 
on the road toll. 



ROAD SAFETY INITIATIVES DO WORK. STATISTICS SHOW EACH 
TIME A SAFETY MEASURE IS INTRODUCED IN VICTORIA,THE ROAD 
TOLL DROPS. HERE IS WHATVICTORIA POLICE IS DOING NEXT 


Road policing in Victoria 
is changing. 

Deputy Commissioner (Road 
Policing) Ken Lay said “we have 
shifted away from just being 
traffic cops to road police”. 

The reform has seen Victoria 
Police establish a Centre for Road 
Policing to change the way police 
are trained to investigate collisions. 

The introduction of the Primary 
Collision Investigation Course is 
equipping police with the skills to 
gather information at a collision 
scene, further their interview 
techniques, and to examine a 
vehicle to enable charges to be laid 
after investigating a serious crash. 

The number of convictions 
recorded has jumped from 
40 in 2007, to more than 200 
so far this year. 

“It’s about making road users 
accountable for criminal behaviour 
on the road,” Mr Lay said. 

One key commitment driving 
Victoria Police is the State 
Government’s Arrive Alive 2008-17 
strategy which sets the ambitious 
target of reducing the number of 
road fatalities to 237 by 2017. 

Victoria Police is committed to 
reduce death and serious injuries 
by 30 per cent and prevent 2000 
serious injuries per year. 

“Every life lost on our roads 
is one too many. We are making 
every effort to make our roads as 
safe as possible,” Mr Lay said. 

Other high-impact strategies 
used by Victoria Police to achieve 
results include major high-visibility 
road policing operations, including 
Aegis, Ardent and (Remove All 
Impaired Drivers) RAID. 


Generally operating over 
major holidays and event 
weekends, police saturate the 
state’s roads cracking down on 
speed, alcohol and fatigue. 

Victoria Police’s hard 
stance on reckless behaviour 
on the road is well regarded 
internationally, establishing 
it as a leader in road safety. 

While enforcement is one way 
to change behaviour on the roads, 
the other is education. History 
shows road safety education 
works. For the past 40 years 
Victoria Police has been educating 
the driving public about ways to 
stay safe on the road. 

One of the biggest changes to 
road safety was the introduction 
40 years ago of seatbelt legislation. 
The road toll had spiked to a 
record high 1061 before the 
compulsory wearing of seatbelts 
was introduced.This resulted in 
a prompt drop in the road toll to 
923 the following year. 

Mr Lay said it was disappointing 
that despite clear evidence that 
seatbelts saved lives, some people 
were still failing to take the simple 
step of buckling up. 

Last year, 41 drivers and 
passengers who lost their lives 
on Victorian roads were not 
wearing seatbelts. 


“Wearing a seatbelt is one 
of the easiest things people can 
do to protect themselves and 
their families on the roads. Time 
and time again police attend 
serious injury and fatal collisions 
involving people not wearing 
seatbelts,” Mr Lay said. 

“In a crash, we know that most 
injuries are caused by contact with 
the steering wheel, dashboard, 
windscreen and the car’s roof and 
sides. Seatbelts have proven to 
help limit these types of injuries in 
a majority of crashes and research 
shows that wearing a properly 
adjusted seatbelt reduces the risk 
of serious or fatal injury by half.” 


In a world-first, Victoria Police 
introduced revolutionary drug 
testing of drivers in 2004. 

In line with the Road Safety 
Drug Driver Act 2003 police are 
able to test drivers for cannabis, 
speed and ecstasy. 

Another initiative having an 
impact and taking dangerous 
drivers off the roads is vehicle 
impoundment, or hoon legislation, 
introduced in 2005. 

Some of the most powerful tools 
in driving down the road toll have 
been the introduction of booze 
buses in 1990 and random breath 
testing in 1977. Drastic drops in the 
road toll were recorded in the years 
immediately following their rollout. 

“It is clear that a range of road 
safety measures have played a 
significant role in reducing road 
trauma. We will continue to be 
innovative in our work to drive the 
road toll down,” Mr Lay said. ■ 


ROAD SAFETY INITIATIVES 

1970 - Victoria is the first in the world to introduce mandatory seatbelts 
1976 - Random breath-testing introduced 

- Child restraint legislation introduced 

1988 - Speed cameras introduced 

- Use of mobile phones banned 

1989 - Road safety advertising begins 

- Zero blood alcohol concentrate for young drivers 

- Radar guns introduced 

1990 - Helmets compulsory for bike riders 

- Zero BAC for truck and bus drivers 

- Booze buses deployed 

- Speed cameras introduced 

1998 - 50 kph limit introduced in residential areas 
2001 - Alcohol interlock devices introduced 
2003 - Roadside drug testing introduced 

- 40 kph school speed zones introduced 

2005 - Expanded roadside drug testing 

2006 - Hoon laws introduced 

2007 - Graduated licensing system and 120 hours’ practice for young drivers 
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CONNECTING THE COMMUNITY 

EDITORIAL MARIA CARNOVALE 

PHOTOGRAPHY SHANE BELL 


here was laughter. 

Twenty-five-year-old Jason 
had made a friend. Her name was 
Alisha. They climbed into Jason’s 
car with a few others after a night 
of partying. They had only known 
each other a few hours and were 
enjoying each others’ company. 

There was music. 

The stereo system was pumping 
as they drove along Nicholson 
Street, Melbourne on 15 July, 2000. 
They pulled up alongside another 
vehicle. Both drivers nodded at 
each other in silent agreement.The 
challenge was set. 

Then there were cries for help 
and screaming. 

Only a few hundred metres from 
the lights where the two cars had 
begun their race, Jason caused the 
death of his newfound friend and 
severely injured others in the car. 


He had been travelling at 
109 kph, 49 kph over the 
speed limit, when he lost 
control. His car smashed 
into a tram barrier and pole. 

I always thought you could tell 
by the look in a person’s eyes that 
they were a killer. But, when I shook 
Jason’s hand, I would never have 
guessed he had killed someone. 

He did not intentionally kill Alisha 
but her death was his doing. 

After five years in prison for 
culpable driving and a few more to 
adjust back to normal life, Jason 
has taken to telling his story in the 
hope it will convince young people 
not to be reckless on the roads. 

There was total silence as he 
spoke to the 200-strong crowd 
at the Cool Heads Young Driver 
Program in Shepparton. 


“At the time of the accident I 
was 25,” he told the group, many of 
whom had been ordered to attend 
the program by a court for driving- 
related matters. Most were aged 
17 to 25. 

“Mum and Dad had forked out 
four cars for me. Being an idiot, I 
wrote them off, I really didn’t care 
at the time. 

“I saved a bit of money and 
bought a VK Brock. I spent a lot 
of money on the system. You 
name it, that car had it.” 

After the collision, not much 
was left of the vehicle, and 
Jason was left to deal with the 
consequences of his decisions. 

“The first thing you do after a 
crash, what everyone tends to 
do, is look around and make sure 
everyone is OK,” he said. 

“I turned around and the girl in 
the front seat was OK. My cousin 
in the back seat, his head was sort 
of smashed up against the glass, 
and the young girl in the passenger 
seat had a broken pelvis from the 
lap belt. 
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SOBERING STORIES 

.01 Young drivers listen as Inspector 
Ian Bull talks about collisions. 

.02 Jason tells the Shepparton 
audience of his experiences. 






“I could see Alisha. She actually 
looked like a young girl who was 
sleeping.Then my brain registered 
that she was dead. 

“You can think you’re as tough as 
you want. But I tell you, you look at 
a dead body and you automatically 
go into shock.” 

Greater Shepparton’s Inspector 
Ian Bull developed the Cool Heads 
Young Driver Program in 2008 to 
address the bullet-proof attitude of 
young drivers in the area and stop 
the loss of young lives. 

Now in its third year, it is run 
by Greater Shepparton’s Crime 
Prevention Officer Leading Senior 
Constable Thelma Bull who 
conducts three forums each year. 

At the forums, participants hear 
first-hand accounts from police, 
specialist collision investigators, 
emergency services personnel, 
victims of serious road trauma, 
a local magistrate and on this 
occasion, a mother who had lost 
her daughter in a horrific collision. 

It focuses on local people driving 
on local roads, meaning many of 
the attendees may be familiar with 
collisions that are referred to. 

Since the program began, 
Shepparton police have seen 
positive results. 

“We have only had two fatal 
collisions involving young drivers 
on our roads since 2008. Our 
serious injury collision statistics 
involving our young drivers are also 
down significantly,” Insp Bull said. 

“The program is not designed 
to shock, it’s designed to confront 
drivers with the consequences of 
reckless driving and the impact 
road trauma has on the entire 
community. 


"You can think you're as tough as you want. But I tell 
body and youiutomatically go into shock." ... 




“I’m a Victoria Police veteran 
of more than 30 years and I have 
attended hundreds of collisions, 
but I don’t recall ever attending a 
crash where somebody’s actions 
or inactions had not caused the 
collision. They were all avoidable. 

“People going through stop 
signs, speeding, people hooning 
and the car loses control, that’s 
no accident.” 

The Major Collision Investigation 
Group’s (MCIG) Leading Senior 
Constable Trevor Collins presented 
the most confronting images. 

His 14 years’ investigating 
fatal or serious injury collisions 
meant he has attended more 
than 300 collisions like those he 
showed the crowd and each is 
burned in his memory. 

“For us at the MCIG, our day 
starts when some poor bugger’s 
life finishes,” he said. 

“Three young people killed 
there, one young man killed here, 
two more died in this collision,” 
he said as the images flashed 
across the screen. 


Forthe parents in the audience, 
the story of a mother whose 
24-year-old daughter died when 
her car was incinerated after 
colliding with a truck, was chilling. 

Her daughter had been 
drink-driving along the Goulburn 
Valley Highway, when she killed 
herself and two friends. 

“I would like you to meet 
my daughter. On 8 September, 
2000 this is what she looked 
like,” her mother said, pointing 
to a photograph of the pretty, 
young blonde. 

“This is her now.” 

A container holding her 
daughter’s ashes sat on the 
podium beside her. 

The young woman’s mother 
was composed, slightly nervous, 
but keen to tell her story. 

“I still miss her. I miss talking 
to her, I miss taking her shopping, 
and believe it or not, I even miss 
arguing with her,” she said. 





“I hurt and it’s a hurt you 
never forget.” 

Forthe hundreds of families 
who lose their loved ones in 
collisions every year, they will 
serve a lifetime of suffering. 

And, while Jason has served 
his time, he said he will go through 
life knowing he is the cause of 
suffering for Alisha’s family. 

“Don’t ever think that you don’t 
wake up on Christmas Day or a 
birthday and think about whoever 
your victim may be. That’s the first 
thing I think of,” he said. 
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Preliminary breath testing starts at the two booze buses situated on the 
out-bound side of the West Gate.Bridge. 
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THE ROAD 

POLICING 

DRUG AND ALCQHOL 

SECTION 


IN 2009 THE FOLLOWING DEATHS WERE ATTRIBUTED TO 
DRINK OR DRUG-DRIVING 

: 24 per cent of deceased drivers had a BAC above 0.05 per cent 

: '15 per cent of deceased drivers had illicit drugs in their blood 


FOR ALMOST 50 YEARS, THE ROAD POLICING 
DRUG AND ALCOHOL SECTION HAS HELPED 
TAKE INTOXICATED DRIVERS OFF THE ROADS. 
AS TECHNOLOGY HAS ADVANCED, SO HAS TH IS 
UNIT, WHICH CAN DETECT ILLICIT DRUGS AS 
WELL AS ALCOHOL IN A MOTORIST’S SYSTEM. 
POLICE LIFE SPENT A NIGHT WORKING THE 
BOOZE BUSES. 


A SAFER VICTORIA 

EDITORIAL JANAE HOUGHTON 
PHOTOGRAPHY ANDREW HENSHAW 


T hese days, you can drive from 
Beaconsfield to Sydney without 
coming across a single set of traffic 
lights. But unsuspecting drivers on 
the West Gate Freeway on the cold 
21 August morning had to pass 
through four booze buses before 
being able to cross the bridge. 

Senior Sergeant Andrew Tait, 
who heads the Road Policing Drug 
and Alcohol Section (Operations), 
said the operation took a lot of 
preparation, but was worth it. 


“We have to make sure traffic 
could still flow over the bridge and 
that we had somewhere to park the 
cars of those people caught over 
the limit,”Sen SgtTait said. 

The booze buses were situated 
so drivers could not dodge police, 
even if they tried to veer off the 
freeway. There were two buses on 
the outbound side of the bridge, 
reducing the number of lanes to 
two. There were also buses on each 
of the Todd Road on and off ramps. 

More than 30 police conducted 
1916 preliminary breath tests 
between midnight and 5am, with 


27 drivers exceeding the legal 
limit. This was a strike rate of one 
offender in every 71 drivers. 

The highest reading recorded 
was 0.196 and 11 drivers blew 
more than 0.10. 

“The West Gate Freeway 
operation hasn't been conducted 
since May 2008 due to roadworks,” 
Sen SgtTait said. 

“The results of the operation, 
held together with the Melbourne 
Highway Patrol and VicRoads, 
indicate the need to continue this 
type of operation in the future. 


The booze buses were situated so drivers 
could rot dodge police, even if they tried to 
veer off the freeway, 


continued page 14 ... 



Senior Constable Claire McMorron processes the details of her first‘customer’for A constable tests a driver and sends her on her way when her test is clear, 

the night. 
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IN 2009, POLICE: 

” Conducted 3.7 million random alcol 
' ] Processed 26,999 drivers for excee 
ll Conducted 27,873 random drug tes 
l : Processed 319 drivers for drug-dri 


iol breath tests, 
ling 0.05 BAC. 


"We have equipment to randomly test drivers for 
the use of drugs and we also have dedicated and 
trained Drug Impairment Officers, who can be 
called to incidents or police stations at any time." 


from page 13... 

It is very disappointing that the 
message ‘we’ll catch you before 
someone gets hurt’ is not being 
heard by a large number of drivers 
on our roads.” 

Sen SgtTait said the number 
of drivers who continued to drink 
or be drug affected and still get 
behind the wheel was “staggering”. 

“Drivers continue to disregard the 
message, the safety of other road 
users and have the attitude that ‘it 
doesn’t apply to me’.” 

He also worried about the 
warmer months ahead. 


“Conducting an operation on 
a cold night which resulted in 
27 drivers, male and female, 
with readings in excess of 0.180, 
being caught does not bode well 
for the warmer months ahead. 

It is a worrying trend. 

“We have achieved a significant 
reduction in alcohol and drug- 
related road trauma over an 
extended period and the results 
of this operation indicate that 
there is still a lot of work ahead 
for the section.” 

Breath test operator Senior 
Constable Claire McMorron was 
manning one of the buses on 
the night. She has been with the 
section about 18 months and 
enjoys it. 

Her first ‘customer’ came at 
1 2.45, a 26-year-old woman. She 
told Sen Const McMorron she had 
two glasses of wine, with her first 
drink at 8pm. 

When Sen Const McMorron 
informs her she has to undertake 
a second blood alcohol test to 
confirm the initial breath test, 
she looks hopeful. 

But it is not to be. The second 
test shows her blood alcohol 
concentrate is .081, suggesting she 
had more than two glasses of wine. 

Meanwhile on another bus, there 
have been a couple of good finds. 
Another 26-year-old woman was 
randomly tested and found to be 



Sergeant Mick Larcart directs traffic to keep going or to pull into one of the breath As the booze buses are filled with drink-drivers being interviewed, yet another 

test lanes. offender has to start his interview out in the cold. 
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ROAD BLOCK 

.01 The four booze buses were set 
up on and around the West Gate 
Bridge, so drivers had no chance 
to escape being tested. 

.02 Constables rug up on the cold 
August morning as they send 
drivers, who test clear, on their 
way over the West Gate Bridge. 


over the limit. As she got out of 
her car, a package dropped out, 
alleged to be a small amount of 
methamphetamine, otherwise 
known as the party drug ice. 

The well-dressed, blonde 
haired woman was charged with 
drug possession and had a blood 
alcohol reading of .078. 

Another driver made it easy 
on himself and police. As he 
was guided through to have a 
preliminary breath test, he 
simply drove his late-model 
Commodore over to where 
offenders’ cars were parked and 
told police straight up: “I’m a 
P-plater who is supposed to 
have an interlock device, I’ve 
been drinking and there is no 
device in my car. You’ve got me.” 

Most of the constables standing 
in the cold, performing the random 
breath tests, have recently 
graduated from the Academy. 

One of them conducted a breath 
test then asked the driver for his 
licence. Instead of handing it over, 
he sped off, knocking over bollards 
and leavingthe members in shock. 

Police took off after him and 
followed the driver onto the 
Western Ring Road, turning off at 
Keilor Park Drive. Members called 
off the pursuit when the driver 
started driving dangerously. 


“But we will be knocking on 
his door tomorrow morning,” 
one member warned. 

At 2.34am, a 42-year-old 
Geelong man is brought into 
the booze bus. He readily admits 
to drinking“about six glasses of 
wine, plus a beer,” but was still 
shocked to be over the limit. His 
second test confirmed his blood 
alcohol reading at .068 and he 
accepted his fate. 

Sen Sgt Tait said most offenders 
thanked them. 

“Most of them seem to say thank 
you when they leave, even though 
potentially we could have ruined 
their night, but we treat them well.” 

The Road Policing Drug and 
Alcohol Section vows to continue 
similar operations and catch drink 
and drug-affected drivers. 

Next year, the section will 
celebrate its 50th anniversary. 

Sen Sgt Tait said it had undergone 
three or four name changes in 
that period and seen many 
advances in technology. 


“We are pioneers in what we 
do, out here we get to test all the 
equipment, it can be quite exciting.” 

Sen Sgt Tait said the introduction 
of drug detecting equipment, in 
2004, was a coup for the section. 

“We have equipment to randomly 
test drivers for the use of drugs and 
we also have dedicated and trained 
Drug Impairment Officers, who 
can be called to incidents or police 
stations at anytime.” 

Random drug tests are 
successful in detecting cannabis, 
methamphetamines and 
methylenedioxyamphetamine 
(MDMA).These drugs can still be 
picked up in the system for days 
after they have been consumed. 

“These drugs may not necessarily 
show signs of impairment in drivers, 
but they can really affect people’s 
motor skills and they are illegal,” 

Sen Sgt Tait said. 

Since 2004, fatalities caused 
by drug-affected drivers have 
dropped by six per cent. 

The Road Policing Drug and 
Alcohol Section is based in 
Brunswick, where the booze 
buses are kept and maintained. 

Also at the headquarters 
is a laboratory and support 
services department. 


All blood, fluid and drug 
samples taken from collision 
sites are sent through these 
departments and off for 
further analysis. 

Up on the wall hangs a white 
board with a list of the highest 
blood alcohol samples recorded 
over the years. 

The highest goes to a woman, 
whose sample recorded 0.462. 

It was the third time she had 
been caught. 

“At a level that high, the 
woman is lucky to be alive,” 

Sen Sgt Tait said. ■ 
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After a night on the town and blowing over the legal limit, this girl chats to police 
while waiting for an interview room to become available in one of the booze buses. 


Cars left on the side of the freeway to be picked up when their drivers sober up in 
the morning. 
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COUNTING THE 


STUPIDITY ON THE ROAD 
ACCOUNTS FOR HALF OF 
ALL FATAL COLLISIONS. 
THE CHALLENGE FOR 
VICTORIA POLICE IS HOW 
TO CHANGE MOTORISTS’ 
PERCEPTIONS OF 
RISKY BEHAVIOUR. 
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TOLL TARGET 

.01 Ldg Sen Const Ian Whalley 
urges motorists to achieve 
the 237 target. 



SUPPORT SERVICES 

For support, counselling or education after being involved in a road 
collision contact Road Trauma Support Services, which offers free, 
professional face-to-face and telephone counselling on 1300 367 797. 



.01 



OF ALL ROAD DEATHS IN 2009 

11 Drugs (other than alcohol) were present in 33% of deaths 
11 BAC greater than 0.05% was present in 24% of deaths 
11 30% of deaths were attributed to inappropriate speed 
11 42% of deaths were single vehicle into fixed objects 
11 8% of deaths were attributed to fatigue 
' ] 35% of all deaths involved people aged under 30 
11 16% of deaths involved a heavy vehicle 
11 17% of deaths were pedestrians 
11 13% of deaths involved a motorcyclist 



A SAFER VICTORIA 


EDITORIAL CHELSEA ARNOLD 
PHOTOGRAPHY ANDREW HENSHAW 


D ying violently in a collision 
on the roads is a real risk 
for all Victorian drivers. Yet 
many road users appear 
increasingly complacent. 

Leading Senior Constable 
Ian Whalley believes the road 
toll could be halved overnight if 
all motorists wore a seatbelt, 
drove to the conditions, did not 
speed and did not drink-drive or 
take drugs and drive. It really is 
that simple, he believes. 

Ldg Sen Const Whalley is 
responsible for tallying the 
Victorian road toll on a daily basis. 

Each morning he reviews the 
circumstances surrounding all 
fatal collisions from the day before. 


Most days, he simply shakes 
his head over the stupidity of 
some drivers. 

Last year, Victoria recorded its 
lowest road toll, 290, since records 
began and a vast improvement 
from 1970 when the toll tipped 
1061. However, this year’s toll (as at 
26 September) is 218,13 more than 
at the same time last year. Senior 
road police say it will take a miracle 
to achieve a lower toll this year. 

So far this year, the number of 
motorcyclists killed on the road is 
almost double the number last year. 

And while this year marks 40 
years since seatbelt legislation 
was introduced, last year, of the 
142 drivers who died, at least 
28 were not buckled up. 

To ensure the validity of the 
road toll, an independent group of 
pathologists, psychologists, and 
road safety experts meet bimonthly 
to review the circumstances 
surrounding all fatalities. 

On occasion, a fatality will be 
removed if it is found to be the 
result of a cause not related to 
road safety such as a deliberate 
act or natural causes. 


“The Road Safety Fatality 
Review Panel reviews every fatality. 
In many cases the review may 
reveal death was a result of 
other factors including suicide, 
natural causes or homicide or 
not caused by the vehicular 
collision in the first instance 
then these are discounted,” 

Ldg Sen Const Whalley said. 

If someone is killed in a driveway, 
shopping centre carpark or in a 
paddock, these fatalities are not 
added to the road toll. 

“While if someone is injured 
in a collision and dies within 
30 days it is added to the road 
toll,” Ldg Sen Const Whalley said. 

Victoria Police is committed, as 
part of the State Government’s 
Arrive Alive II strategy, to Target 
237 by 2017, a bid to reduce the 
road toll to 237. While the target is 

ROAD TOLL 1955-2009 

1200 


MUNICIPALITIES THAT 
RECORDED THE MOST 
FATALITIES 

11 Melbourne 
' ] Casey 
11 Monash 
11 Geelong 
11 Yarra Ranges 
" Booroondara 
11 Hume 
" Brimbank 
11 Moreland 
11 Dandenong 


ambitious, Victoria Police 
strives to educate motorists 
and look at enforcement. 

“It’s about cultural change. 

We need to get the message 
through because at the moment 
it’s not. There is an element of 
invincibility. If people drive at the 
speed limit, drive to the conditions, 
you could virtually halve the road 
toll overnight,” Ldg Sen Const 
Whalley said. ■ 
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OPEN ROAD 

.01 The Moving Mode Radar on 
the motorcycles allows police 
to check vehicle speeds while 
they are moving. 

.02 Leading Senior Constable 
Andrew Sands has taken his 
love of motorcycle riding to 
work with him. 





WITH MOTORCYCLISTS OVERREPRESENTED IN 
THE ROAD TOLL, VICTORIA POLICE’S SOLO UNIT 
IS PATROLLING THE ROADS SPREADING THE 
SAFETY MESSAGE. 


VALUING OUR PEOPLE 

EDITORIAL MARIA CARNOVALE 

PHOTOGRAPHY SHANE BELL 


I t was a cold afternoon when 
Police Life visited the State 
Highway Patrol’s Solo Unit. 

The heaters were blazing 
inside the offices, but it did not 
take much to get the police outside 
and onto their motorcycles. 

Whether it is frozen fingers in 
winter or stifling heat in summer, 
the Solo Unit members much 
prefer being outside than in. 

Officer in charge Senior Sergeant 
Brad McArthur, who has since joined 
the Major Collision Investigation 
Group, has been riding motorcycles 
since he was young. 

“People who ride motorcycles, 
despite the discomfort, would 
rather ride than be in a heated car. 


The police in the unit enjoy the 
work they do and will put up with 
the negatives,” he said. 

Dressed in full leather, sturdy 
boots and gloves, the Solo Unit 
police put on their helmets and 
climb onto their 380-kilogram 
motorcycles. They check their 
equipment, switch on their police 
radios and adjust their mirrors. 

Two of the 19 police head to the 
winding roads in Melbourne’s east, 
one of the areas being targeted to 
reduce road fatalities. 

“We put our primary focus 
on motorcycle safety as well as 
taking part in VIP escorts and 
managing traffic at events,” 

Sen Sgt McArthur said. 

“We also enforce bad driving 
behaviour, like distracted drivers 
who make the roads dangerous 
for other road users.” 

A large part of the Solo Unit’s 
days are also spent educating riders 
about the importance of wearing 
appropriate safety gear. 


Sen Sgt McArthur said that 
even after 27 years of policing, 
he was often surprised by some 
motorcyclists’ behaviour and the 
clothing worn while riding. 

Thirty-three motorcyclists have 
died on Victoria’s roads this year, 
an alarming increase of 10 deaths 
since the same time last year. 
Appallingly, three of those who 
died were not wearing a helmet. 

No matter what the weather, 
the Solo Unit members are clad in 
their protective clothing, gloves and 
boots and urge riders to take the 
same precautions. 

“When it’s 30 degrees or more 
and you have a big jacket on, it 
can be quite uncomfortable. When 
you’re stopped at lights, you can 
really feel the engine heat too. But, 
I’d rather be uncomfortable than 
have my skin grated on the road,” 
Sen Sgt McArthur said. 

“We are constantly stopping 
people and tellingthem that 
there’s nothing between them 
and the road.” 

As all motorcyclists would know, 
riding takes full concentration. For 
police solo riders, this, coupled with 
the responsibilities of observing 
other road users and responding 
to incidents as required, is a 
challengingtask. 

“The members ride with 
precision. You have to be alert 
100 per cent of the time,” 

Sen Sgt McArthur said. 

The 36 solos in the unit - 
19 marked, two unmarked, and 
15 off-road motorcycles - are 
armed with modern technology. 

A Moving Mode Radar is fixed 
onto the solos to measure the speed 
of vehicles while the motorcycle is 
moving, and speed detectors and 
mini lasers are carried for use 
when the motorcycle is stopped. 



Essential gear for all motorcycle 
riders and passengers 

Full-face helmets 

Protective, brightly coloured jacket and pants 
Boots 
Gloves 


Equipment for alcohol and 
drug testing is also on hand. 

Police solo members are kept 
up-to-date with operational 
information as the police radio 
transmits through speakers in 
their helmets. 

“We ride about eight to 10 hours 
per day. Our motorcycles stop well 
and corner well. You can ride them 
all day and you’re not tired,” Sen Sgt 
McArthur said. 

Leading Senior Constable Craig 
McKenzie has been part of the unit 
for 23 years and teaches riding 
skills atthe unit’sTraining Wing.The 
Solo Unit provides rider training to 
all members of Victoria Police. 

Police patrol on marked off-road 
motorcycles in dense bushland and 
along bicycle paths checking that 
off-road riders are licensed and 
riding on legal paths.The solos are 
also called to assist in searches 
through bushland and hard-to- 
reach areas. 

“Off-road, there’s heavy terrain, 
hills, creeks and muddy roads. This 
is terrain that police vehicles can’t 
access, but we can get through,” 

Ldg Sen Const McKenzie said. 

“Imagine going into the 
thickest bush and not being able 
to see far ahead. It takes a good 
couple of years to get fully trained 
in on and off-road riding.” 

As summer approaches 
the Solo Unit members will be at 
their busiest. 

Speeding, dangerous riding 
and hooning riders will be targeted. 
Motorcyclists dressed in shorts 
and t-shirts may be cool, but they 
will also be the focus of police 
hoping to educate riders on the 
risks of not wearing appropriate 
protective motorcycle clothing. 

As for staying in an air- 
conditioned office because 
of the heat, Ldg Sen Const 
McKenzie and his colleagues 
would not hear of it. 

“Our bikes are our offices,” 
he said. ■ 
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WANT TO KNOW MORE 
ABOUT POLICE SOLOS? 


A Motorcycle Expo will be held 
at the Melbourne Convention 
and Exhibition Centre from 
Thursday, 26 to Saturday, 28 
November. Victoria Police Solo 
Unit members will provide 
advice about motorcycle safety, 
have motorcycles on display and 
dummies dressed in on-road 
and off-road gear. 
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DANGEROUS DRIVING WILL SEE MOTORISTS ATTRACT HEAVY 
FINES AND EVEN JAILTIME AS POLICE LOOKTO PUTTHE BRAKES 
ON THOSE FLOUTING THE LAW. 


A SAFER VICTORIA 

EDITORIAL JANAE HOUGHTON 


CLEANED UP 

.01 Thed river of this car received 
a conviction for his reckless 
behaviour. 


P olice are pushingfor harsher 
penalties not only against drivers 
who cause fatalities and serious 
injuries, but those simply driving 
dangerously. No longer expect a 
slap on the wrist, they warn. 

Leading Senior Constable Kevin 
McCullagh, of the Latrobe Highway 
Patrol Unit, thought it was quite 
apt when he arrested 19-year-old 
Joshua Goessens in front of a 
Traralgon funeral home in January. 

Goessens, of Traralgon, had been 
caught driving east on the Princes 
Highway doing 191 kphonthe 
80 kph road. 


“I could hear him coming even 
before he approached,” Ldg Sen 
Const McCullagh said. 

“I had to go after him, but he 
pulled up pretty quickly, right 
outside a funeral home, which if 
he kept going could have been 
where he ended up.” 

Goessens, who had his 16-year- 
old girlfriend in the car at the 
time, was given three months’ 
imprisonment, suspended for six 
months, a $1500 fine and lost his 
licence for 18 months. 


It is prosecutions like this one 
that police hope to see more of. 

Road Policing Superintendent 
Neville Taylor is focusing on 
changing the culture of police. 

“We are hopingto change 
the capabilities of our road 
police, we want them focusing 
on identifying and prosecuting 
drivers for all sorts of traffic 
offences, not just those that end 
in fatalities or serious injuries.” 

Supt Taylor warned drivers 
not to expect lenient treatment 
for driving dangerously. 

“It is also about educating 
the community as much as we 
can. But if you are going to drive 
dangerously, it won’t just be a 
matter of getting a fine and being 
sent on your way,” he said. 
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“You may very well find yourself 
before the courts, where you could 
face penalties ranging from a big 
fine to imprisonment.” 

Recent prosecutions are starting 
to reflect this more serious stance 
on bad driver behaviour. 

In May last year, Adrian 
Brinduse was driving an imported, 
turbocharged car along Eagle Drive, 
Noble Park North, a 50 kph zone. 

Witnesses reported that 
Brinduse was drag racing another 
unidentified vehicle at speeds 
exceeding 120 kph. 

Brinduse lost control of his 
high powered car and smashed 
into a vehicle parked on the side 
of the road. 



"When we looked at how many 
fatalities and serious injuries 
were occurring, it was just not 
reflected in the number of criminal 
convictions we were getting." 

The incident happened at 
4.15pm on a Monday, just 
200 metres from a school. 

Charged with conduct 
endangering life and driving while 
suspended, Brinduse was given 
four months’jail, suspended for 
1 2 months and lost his licence 
for a further year. 

Police also pursued criminal 
charges against a 25-year-old 
Frankston mother, caught with 
six unrestrained children in her 
car in January last year. 

She was pulled over at 8.54pm 
on the Frankston Freeway in a Ford 
Falcon stationwagon, after a police 
member noticed two small children 
standing up on the front seat. 

On inspection of the car, four 
children, aged three, four, five and 
nine months old were found. The 
baby was in a child restraint seat, 
but the seatbelt harness was 
not fitted to the chair. The other 
children did not have seatbelts on. 

Another two children aged two 
and six were on the front seat, also 
unrestrained. 

The woman, believed to be the 
mother of three of the children, was 
unlicensed at the time. 

She plead guilty to reckless 
conduct endangering serious injury 
and unlicensed driving.The woman 





and injuries on the road each 
year included continual education 
of younger drivers. 

Recent media campaigns 
using well-known sportsmen 
from Melbourne Victory and 
Essendon Football Club, were 
another way to reach out to 
young drivers. 

“David Hillefrom Essendon 
was recently used in a road 
safety campaign, after it was 
revealed he survived a horrific 
accident that three of his mates 
did not,” Supt Taylor said. 

“Younger drivers would probably 
take more from a message from 
David Hille, than if it was just from 
the police.” ■ 


was convicted and sentenced to a 
1 2-month community-based order 
and her licence was cancelled and 
disqualified for the same period. 

Supt Taylor said a culture 
change for members came about 
after it was realised the number 
of fatalities and serious injury 
collisions did not match the 
number of criminal prosecutions 
from road policing. 

“When we looked at how 
many fatalities and serious 
injuries were occurring, it was 
just not reflected in the number 
of criminal convictions we were 
getting,” he said. 

In 2007,40 drivers faced 
criminal charges, despite about 
7700 people being seriously 
injured on Victoria’s roads. 

In the past year, more drivers 
have faced criminal charges, as 
a result of training courses being 
introduced, giving road police the 
ability to lay criminal charges after 
investigating a serious crash. 


"It is also about educating the community as much as we can. But if you 
are going to drive dangerously, it won't just be a matter of getting a fine 
and being sent on your way." 
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PICTURE THIS 

DON’T MAKE A FATAL MISTAKE 


Bendigo Highway Patrol Unit’s Leading Senior Constable 
Hudson Crothers attended a serious collision near Bendigo 
on 24 July. He tells Police Life about his work attending 
collisions on a regular basis. 




VALUING OUR PEOPLE 

EDITORIAL LEADING SENIOR 
CONSTABLE HUDSON CROTHERS 

PHOTOGRAPHY THE BENDIGO 
ADVERTISER 


his collision occurred along 
I one of the major highways 
about 18 kilometres north of 
Bendigo in a 100 kph zone. 

It was dark, about 6.30pm, when 
the vehicles collided head-on. 

One of the vehicles had two 
21-year-old men on board, 
travelling home to Bendigo. 

The other vehicle was being 
driven by a 21-year-old woman, 
heading out of Bendigo. 

Both drivers were hospitalised 
with multiple fractures to their 
lower limbs and were very lucky 
not to have been killed or more 
seriously injured. 

The impact between the two 
vehicles was so severe that debris 
was scattered in most directions. 

On arrival at a scene like this, it 
is usually organised chaos. There 
was no street lighting so we were 
working with the car headlights 
and torches until the SES arrived 
with extra lighting. 

I have worked at Bendigo 
Highway Patrol for about nine 
years. One of my roles is to 
investigate serious and fatal 
collisions, but ultimately we 
try to reduce road trauma. 


At this collision my initial 
role was to coordinate the 
scene and ensure the injured 
were being treated. 

We set up traffic diversions 
and attempted to speak to 
witnesses. While doing this, we 
were also trying to get other police 
to assist, delegate tasks for them 
and keep the communication 
centre up-to-date. 

I also had to think about whether 
an offence had been committed, 
and if so, by which vehicle. 

We need to be thinking about 
what evidence is needed early on. 
Later, if one of the drivers is charged 
with a serious criminal offence, I 
need to make sure that I have done 
everything possible. 

Collisions do not just happen. 
They are caused by a particular 
event or action by something or 
somebody. 

An air ambulance transported 
the injured in this collision so I 
also had to coordinate a safe 
landing position. 

It takes a lot of experience to deal 
with an incident like this. Country 
policing means it can be up to 30 
minutes before assistance arrives. 

As with most collisions we attend 
in the country, they usually occur in 
a 100 kph speed zone and are huge 
impacts. The vehicle occupants are 
not in a position to tell you what has 
occurred so we have to look at the 
scene and attempt to preserve it to 
determine how it happened. 


I have been policing for 19 years. 
While working in Melbourne for 
10 years I went to only a couple of 
fatalities. After policing in Bendigo 
for nine years, I have found that due 
to the higher speeds involved in the 
collision, the results for drivers and 
occupants are a lot worse. 

The first fatal I attended in 
Bendigo was a triple fatality 
involving two teenagers and their 
mother. The father/husband arrived 
at the scene and he dropped to the 
ground and started pounding the 
pavement with his fists. Seeing 
that will stay with me forever. In 
an instant his life was changed. 

Dealing with the immediate 
family after a collision is what 
makes traffic policing difficult. 

By taking statements from 
the immediate family and friends 
we essentially learn about the 
person. At the scene they were 
the deceased, but by speaking 
with their loved ones you soon learn 
they had a personality and were 
loved and will be dearly missed. 

Attending serious collisions 
frequently is taxing, and this is 
where support from family and 
work colleagues is so important. 

Do not be a hoon, do not speed, 
do not drink and drive, put your 
seat belt on, do not text or talk on 
the phone while driving, look after 
your mates when they are in your 
car and, most importantly, listen 
to my advice. 

Road rules have been created 
fora reason. ■ 



% 


"At the scene they were the deceased, but by 
speaking with the family, you soon learn they 
had a personality and were loved and will be 
dearly missed." 
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ON BLUE LIGHT WAY 



THE SMALLTOWN OF MALDON, NORTH-WEST 
OF MELBOURNE, WELCOMED ITS FIRSTSETOF 
TRAFFIC LIGHTS IN MAY 


CONNECTING THE COMMUNITY 


EDITORIAL MARIA CARNOVALE 
PHOTOGRAPHY ANDREW HENSHAW 


STOP, GO 

.01 Ldg Sen Const Ric Boyd 
teaches Victoria’s you ngest 
road users to play it safe. 


B lue Light Way, the road that 
passes through the Blue 
Light Youth Camp in Maldon has 
undergone major road works. 

A bitumen road with traffic lights, 
bike lanes, a pedestrian crossing 
and ‘no standing’signs, was built 
with the help of community groups 
and businesses, and opened in 
May to teach camp participants 
about road safety. 

It looks like a real road, and for 
the Grade 4 to Year 7 students who 
attend the camps, it is. 

When the traffic lights were 
switched on the children climbed 
on their bicycles eagerly practicing 
their safe riding skills. 

“It’s a red light!” one youngster 
called out to a police member who 
had barely stepped onto the road. 

Embarrassed, he stepped back 
quickly, looked up and waited for 
the flashing green man. 

“Sorry,” he said. 


"We cover all aspects of road safety from helmets 
to riding with other traffic." 



Only moments earlier, camp 
organiser Leading Senior Constable 
Ric Boyd told a group of Grade 6 
students from Manifold Heights, 
Geelong, about the importance of 
adhering to the road rules. 

Even after his five years at 
the camp, Ldg Sen Const Boyd is 
still coming up with innovative 
ways to teach young people 
about road safety. 

The traffic lights are the latest 
addition to the camp’s curriculum. 

The Blue Light Youth Camp 
opened in 1987 and up to 5000 
students visit the camp every year. 

Ldg Sen Const Boyd spends 
most of his days riding his bicycle 
with a group of about 60 children 
following close behind. 

The group rides to camp 
activities such as yabbying, rock 
climbing, gold panning, swimming, 
table tennis, mini golf and other 
games to build relationships 
between police and young people, 
while increasing self esteem, 
fitness and team-building skills, 
with a focus on road safety. 


Ldg Sen Const Boyd is intent on 
reducing the overrepresentation of 
children in road trauma statistics, 
which show that about 20 children 
aged up to 15 are killed and 400 
seriously injured in road crashes 
in Victoria each year. 

Bicycle and pedestrian trauma 
is a factor in many of the deaths. 

“We give them experience on 
when it would be safer to ride 
their bicycles on the footpath or 
the road and reinforce that they 
take their time and not rush on the 
roads,” Ldg Sen Const Boyd said. 

“The best way for them to learn 
this is to be in a road environment. 

“We cover all aspects of road 
safety from helmets to riding with 
other traffic.” 

As the lights turn green, 

Ldg Sen Const Boyd watches 
as the group he has been 
teaching cycles through. 

“There were no traffic lights 
in Maldon. Now we have this 
facility where the kids are 
riding, having a good time 
and learning traffic skills,” 

Ldg Sen Const Boyd said. ■ 
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IN WHAT COULD BE A WORLD-FIRST, AN INTELLIGENCE UNIT 
HAS BEEN ESTABLISHED TO RESEARCH DRIVERTRENDS AND 
BEHAVIOURTO HELP PUT A STOP TO THE CARNAGE. 


A SAFER VICTORIA 


EDITORIAL JANAE HOUGHTON 


I t is no secret that speed, 
drink-driving and fatigue 


drink-driving and fatigue are 
the big three factors that contribute 
to road collisions. But the Road 
Policing Intelligence Unit hopes 
to identify other issues and 
emerging trends that contribute 
to road trauma. 

The unit, established in May, 
is headed by Acting Inspector 
Ryan Irwin. 

While not fully operational until 
early next year, A/lnsp Irwin and 
his team have set their sights on 
another at-risk group, older drivers. 

“Older drivers are starting to 
feature prominently in collision 
data, but not for the same 
reasons as younger drivers 
do,” A/lnsp Irwin said. 

“It appears to be more related 
to physical health issues such 
as cognitive impairment, failing 
eyesight and the like. If they are 
causing more accidents; we are 
going to work out why and what 
can be done to address it. 

“If the issue with older drivers 
is health related, for example, 
we would be able to provide 
advice that could inform policy 
or legislative reform.” 

A/ Insp Irwin hopes this 
one-of-a-kind, intelligence unit 
could be the start of big things. 

“It is exciting just to be setting 
the unit up,” he said. 


“It could be seen as Victoria 
Police’s next tool in driving the 
road toll down.” 

Looking at trends associated 
with collisions and analysing 
them is nothing new. Some 
police stations in Victoria have 
been doingthis for some time 
with varying results. 

“But this is different,” 

A/lnsp Irwin said. 

“Forthe first time we will be 
conducting analysis on a broad 
range of issues associated with 
road trauma and on a statewide 
level. We want to identify the 
primary factors that are influencing 
collision trends across the state. 


“From here we will then be lble 
to use the data we have collated 
to inform operational decisions 
and help managers align more 
enforcement activities with known 
trauma times and locations.” . 

The unit will also analyse dafa 
from the statewide hoon hotline 
and will profile Victoria’s highest 
threat road users. 

Intelligence gathered by thl 
unit will help Victoria Police and 
other road safety stakeholders 
understand the causal factors 
behind collisions and help develop 
strategies to reduce them. 


"From here we will then be able to use the 
data we have collated to inform operational 
decisions and help managers align more 
enforcement activities with known trauma 
times and locations." 
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COLLISION COURSE 

.01 A/Sen Sgt Peter BeLLion 
can reconstruct a scene 
to determine the cause. 

.02 Digital reconstruction 
of a collision scene. 


RECONSTRUCTING 

- RECKAG 

A HIGHLY-SKILLED TEAM OF EXPERTS RECONSTRUCT COLLISION SCENES 
AND EXAMINETHE VEHICLES INVOLVEDTO DETERMINETHE CAUSE OF 
SERIOUS COLLISIONS. 


VALUING OUR PEOPLE 

EDITORIAL BLUE TAYLOR 
PHOTOGRAPHY VICTORIA POLICE 
IMAGE LIBRARY 


H idden among the cafes and 
shops in bustling Brunswick, 
the Major Collision Investigation 
Group (MCIG) works tirelessly to 
make the roads a safer place. 

Two dedicated groups within 
the MCIG are combining their 
knowledge, education and ever¬ 
growing toolkit of technology to 
determine the causes behind the 
fatal collisions that devastate 
hundreds of Victorian families 
every year. 

With the days of only measuring 
skid-marks quickly becoming a 
thing of the past, technology such 
as crash data retrieval (CDR) is 
paving the way for the future. 


The Reconstruction Team 
uses CDR to download information 
from the car’s airbag control 
module, powertrain control 
module or rollover sensor. Once 
the information has been 
transferred to a computer, they can 
pin-point the car’s movements up 
to 2 14 seconds prior to the crash. 

Acting Senior Sergeant Peter 
BeLLion said they can determine 
the speed, whether the driver was 
accelerating or decelerating and if 
there was any attempt to brake. 

“If there was no attempt to brake 
it becomes obvious the driver was 
either distracted, fatigued or drug 
or alcohol-affected,” A/Sen Sgt 
BeLLion said. 

“The information received 
using CDR is invaluable. When a 
collision has occurred it is common 
for the driver to deny allegations 
that they may have been speeding, 
but with CDR there is no longer 
anywhere to hide.” 


"Driver error comes down to more prominent 
issues including speeding, drink or drug-driving 
or driver distractions such as the use of 
hand-held telephones." 


But the flourishing technology 
does not stop there. Advanced 
computer software Vista FX3, 
allows the team to recreate a 
collision by using information 
gained from their investigation. 

By using a satellite image of the 
crash site and inputting data 
includingthe measurements 
and locations of damage, length 
and pattern of skid-marks plus 
environmental factors, they can 
recreate a moving image of the 
collision to see what it would have 
looked like. 

“It is a great tool because it 
enables us to see what factors were 
involved in the collision,” A/Sen Sgt 
Bellion said. “Was there a defective 
road surface? What did the vehicle 
hit? Was the driver trying to swerve 
from an animal, or were they just 
being careless?There are dozens 
of questions that we ask when 
trying to determine the cause 
of a collision and the software 
is great in creating a visual 
understanding of what happened.” 

The ever-growing technology 
is a huge asset to the MCIG, but 
the keen interest in educational 
development of its members is 
just as vital. 



They may have university 
degrees and be highly trained, but 
for these passionate members it 
is not enough. They take it upon 
themselves to advance their 
education in their own time. 

Leading Senior Constable Jenelle 
Mehegan travelled to San Francisco 
earlier this year to participate in the 
Auto-Pedestrian Traffic Accident 
Investigation course. 

“It was very full on,” LdgSen 
Const Mehegan said, “we had 
five days of practical testing then 
exams which were extremely hard, 
but what I learnt was definitely 
worth it. It was fascinating. 

“Thankfully I haven’t had 
the chance to put what I have 
learnt into practice, but it’s good 
to know that if there is a collision 
involving a pedestrian then I will 
be able to help.” 

As the Reconstruction Team 
is busy studying the science behind 
the investigation, the Mechanical 
Investigation Unit (MIU) looks at 
the vehicle itself. 
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"Of the 400 collisions the MIL) investigated last year, 
only three were due to vehicle malfunctions, with 
driver error and environmental factors to blame for 
the rest," 


They are a team of qualified 
mechanics who travel the state, 
testing vehicles to determine if 
there was any malfunction that 
may have caused the collision. 

But Leading Senior Constable 
David Ackland said that of the 
400 collisions the MIU investigated 
last year, only three were due to 
vehicle malfunctions, with driver 
error and environmental factors 
to blame for the rest. 


“Environmental factors could 
include wet or windy conditions,” 
Ldg Sen Const Ackland said. 

“Driver error comes down to 
more prominent issues including 
speeding, drink or drug-driving or 
driver distractions such as the use 
of hand-held telephones.” 

Although vehicles remain a 
largely innocent factor, Ldg Sen 
Const Ackland stressed the 
importance of having safety 
features installed. 

“Wearing a seatbelt, having 
airbags, anti-lock braking, stability 
control and ensuring your vehicle 
is roadworthy all play a huge role in 
preventing death or serious injury. 

“But ultimately it comes down 
to the driver. Our roads would be a 


much safer place if drivers obeyed 
the road-rules and took more 
responsibility for themselves.” 

A/Sen Sgt Bellion agreed. 

“When we’ve finished our 
investigation and determine 
that the cause of a collision was 
something as careless as speeding, 
it is really saddening,” he said. 


“To see the heartbroken families 
and know their loved one’s death 
could have been prevented so 
easily is a real shame. I just can’t 
stress enough how careful drivers 
need to be. In this unit it is all too 
often that we see lives taken for 
such pointless reasons.” ■ 
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DEADLY 

DISTRACTIONS 


BY FOLLOWING SOME SIMPLE ADVICE, MOTORISTS CAN REDUCE 
THE RISK OF BEING INVOLVED IN A COLLISION. 


A SAFER VICTORIA 


EDITORIAL BLUE TAYLOR 
PHOTOGRAPHY VICTORIA POLICE 
IMAGE LIBRARY 

A nsweringyour phone, 
applying make-up or eating 
lunch may seem like pretty 
simple tasks. But these everyday 
actions can turn deadly when 
you get behind the wheel. 

Inspector David Griffin of 
the State Highway Patrol 
stresses how dangerous 
distracted driving can be. 

“Distracted driving is one of 
the major causes of road trauma 
in Victoria,” he said. “Along with 
speeding and drink-driving it is 
a significant contributor in the 
deaths of almost 300 people 

ROAD RISKS 

.01 Police are cracking down 
on distracted drivers. 


every year and is a major cause 
of serious injuries on our roads. 
The most unfortunate thing is that 
many of the collisions resulting 
from distracted driving could 
easily be avoided.” 

It is no secret that the 
consequences can be horrific, 
so the next time you find it 
imperative to take your eyes off 
the road to grab that CD, take a 
moment and ask yourself, is my 
life really worth it? ■ 


FINE BEHAVIOUR 

IF YOU ARE A DISTRACTED-DRIVER CHECK OUT THE 'ON-THE-SPOT 
FINES YOU COULD BE ISSUED WITH. 


HAND-HELD PHONE 

Are you being reckless by using a hand-held phone while 
driving? If so, then you could be smacked with a $239 fine plus 
a loss of three demerit points. Was that text message you sent 
really worth it? Definitely not, and it certainly is not worth your 
life or someone else’s. 




CARELESS DRIVING 

Unrestrained animals, disruptive passengers, or fidgeting 
with your radio may not be illegal, but if you are deemed 
careless while doing so, get ready to be walloped with a 
$287 fine and a loss of three demerit points. 


PASSENGER RESTRICTIONS 

For a P-plater it may seem that there is nothing cooler 
than driving four of your mates around town. But for those 
under 21, carrying more than one peer passenger while on 
your probationary licence is illegal and being caught will 
see you forking out $358 and three demerit points. Not so 
cool after all. 




WHY DON'T YOU? 


' ] Turn off your mobile phone before starting the car. This way you will be 
less tempted to answer if it rings, who knows, you might even enjoy the 
silence for half an hour. 

[ l Take five minutes and park while you eat. A drive-thru meal is the quick 
and easy answer to your hunger pains, but balancing a drink and fries 
between your legs and a burger in your hand while trying to steer is not 
a delicious recipe, just a recipe for disaster. 

I ] Make a mix CD. Thumping tunes in your car makes driving a blast, but 
changing the track could send you off-beat. Create a CD or play-list on 
your iPod to avoid having to adjust the dials. 
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.01 Insp Bernie Rankin heads up 
the Centre for Road Policing. 

.02 Thirty-six years ago as a recruit 
in Squad 5 of 1974. 


EDITORIAL CHELSEA ARNOLD 
PHOTOGRAPHY ANDREW HENSHAW 


Know a current serving police member who has a colourful 
story to tell or has had a distinguished career? Police Life 
wants to hear about them. Send suggestions to policelife- 
mgrfdpolice.vic.gov.au via email. 


F or one of Victoria Police’s most 
seasoned crime detectives a 
move to road policing seemed an 
unlikely career path. 

But it is Inspector Bernie 
Rankin’s extensive investigative 
expe rience that qualified him 
for the job. 

Insp Rankin heads the Centre 
for Road Policing formed in 
April which aims to ensure road 
collisions are investigated by police 
at the highest standard in order 
to convict motorists who drive 
dangerously and cause carnage. 

The former head of the 
Homicide Squad, who worked as 
an investigator on the Russell 
Street bombing in 1984 and the 
2004 murders of police informers 
Terence and Christine Hodson in 
Melbourne’s gangland war, was 
appointed to the role by Deputy 
Commissioner (Road Safety) 

Ken Lay. 

“When police attend a collision 
they are attending a crime scene. 
We have to ensure drivers who 
are found criminally negligent or 
culpable are held accountable. In 
order to do this we have to ensure 
the evidence is up to a standard 
required to secure a conviction,” 
Insp Rankin said. 


“We need to make sure police 
have the skills and the training 
they need. Part of my role has 
been to review our road and traffic 
training. I’ve been looking at other 
training we can do to ensure our 
people are properly equipped to 
investigate serious injury road 
trauma collisions.” 

In recent changes, members of 
the Major Collision Investigation 
Unit have begun attendingthe 
School of Investigation to equip 
them with the same skills as 
Homicide Squad detectives. 

“I will also be looking at what 
other police jurisdictions are 
doing to see if there are any 
initiatives we can trial in Victoria. 


“We need people who are 
recognised as experts who use 
intelligence to direct their work. 

It’s a fairly broad brush change 
from just being a traffic cop.” 

Insp Rankin joined Victoria Police 
as an enthusiastic recruit in Squad 
5 on April Fool’s Day in 1974. 

But donning the blue uniform 
was no joke for recruit Rankin, as 
he would go on to investigate some 
of Victoria’s most heinous crimes. 

His first post after graduating 
was to St Kilda police station. 

He then progressed through the 
ranks working at various crime 
investigation units and crime 
taskforces. 

“During that time we had the 
Russell Street bombing and the 
Turkish Consulate bombing 


He was appointed to head up 
the Homicide ; 'Sq'uad";afongv^th 
Inspector Steve Francis, and Hater 
the Armed Offenders Squad. 

More recently, he was 
responsible for managing crime 
tasking operations, including 
kidnapping, extortion and 
contamination threats and 
incidents. 

But it was serving as a 
member of the International 
Deployment Group in the Solomon 
Islands that proved the most 
rewarding for Insp Rankin. 

“I spent 2 V 2 years serving in 
the Solomon Islands from 2006, 
with a contingent of 60 Victorian 
police. This was probably the 
highlight of my career. We had 
a great group of people. You get 
what you put into it and you make 
lifelong friends,” he said. ■ 



















MOTORISTS ARE REMINDED THAT 
THEY NOT ONLY NEED TO PLAY 
ITSAFEONTHE ROAD BUT ALSO 
ENSURE VEHICLES ARE SAFE 
FROM THIEVES. 
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Amount of vehicles stolen fnom 


WHERE VICTORIAN VEHICLE THEFTS OCCURRED 2009-10 
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"We urge the public to remember to take all their valuables 
with them and to ensure their cars are locked and secured 
to avoid cars being stolen or broken into." 


The City of Melbourne had 
2613 car break-ins in 2009-10 


PREVENTTHEFT 

.01 Do not fall victim to opportunistic 
thieves, lock away your valuables. 


VALUING OUR PEOPLE 

EDITORIAL JANAE HOUGHTON 


Y ou want to run into the shops to 
get a few things, so you park your 
car at the shopping centre. You look 
around and notice your laptop on 
the back seat and remember your 
navigator is in the glove box. But 
you leave them there, you are only 
going to be a minute, they will be 
OK. But a minute is all it takes for 
thieves to smash your window 
and grab them. 

Incidents of theft of and from 
motor vehicles were down across 
Victoria in 2009-10, but for some 
police service areas (PSAs) they are 
two problems that frustrate police. 

In Melbourne’s west, Brimbank 
is the leading PSA for thefts of 
motor vehicles, with 886 incidents 
recorded in 2009-10 and second 
for break-ins. 

Senior Sergeant Mick 
Shaughnessy oversees vehicle 
crime in Brimbank, which takes 
in the suburbs of Sunshine, 

St Albans, Keilor, Sydenham 
and Taylors Lakes, focusing on 
reducing these types of crimes. 


“Many of the offences happen in 
and around shopping centre and 
train station car parks,” he said. 

“We have been doing a lot. 

We’ve been able to have a couple 
of operations with the Operations 
Response Unit, who come out 
here and help us to saturate 
some of the high-risk areas. 

“We also now have some 
transit police members based 
out of Sunshine police station 
whose focus will be all of our 
train stations. 

“We’ve been putting the 
manpower into these crimes 
and we are seeing a marked 
improvement, but we know 
there is still a long way to go,” 

Sen Sgt Shaughnessy said. 

But it was still up to the public 
to stop leaving valuables in their 
cars, he said. 


“If there is nothing in your 
car that a robber can see, they 
won’t bother,” he said. 

“As part of a recent audit on 
theft of and from motor cars 
around train stations, police put 
flyers on the cars of those people 
they could see had left valuables in 
their cars, it was discreet, but just 
a reminder that if we could see 
them, so could a thief.” 

Across the state, Victoria 
Police statistics show that thefts 
of and from motor cars are down 
slightly. In 2008-09, there were 
47,480 reported thefts from 
vehicles, which dropped to 
45,435 in 2009-10. 

The number of vehicles stolen 
statewide dropped from 15,982 in 
2008-09 to 1 5,078 in 2009-10. 

State Intelligence Services 
InspectorTony Glenane was happy 
to see the crimes decrease. 

“The statistics from 2009-10 
show thefts from and of motor 
cars are slightly down from the 
year before which is very 
encouraging,” he said. 

“We know we have a lot more 
work to do, but Victoria Police is 
putting time and resources into 
these crimes, particularly in the 
PSAs that have the most problems 
with theft of and from motor cars." 

“We urge the public to remember 
to take all their valuables with them 
and to ensure their cars are locked 
and secured to avoid being stolen 
or broken into.” 


and despite that being a drop of 
23.2 per cent from the previous 
fiscal year; it still topped the PSA 
list. It was also number eight for 
thefts of vehicles. 

Sergeant Sean Raab,from 
the MelbourneTasking Unit,said 
the area suffered so many car 
break-ins, due to a significant 
number of multi-level car parks 
and the lack of inner city off-street 
parking for residents. 

“Our response area covers 
everything from big sporting 
grounds like Etihad Stadium 
and the MCG, to big hospitals 
and universities, as well as the 
casino,” he said. 

“Crown casino gets about 
300,000 cars go through its car 
park each month.” 

Sgt Raab said his unit was 
targeting recividist offenders 
which can make a difference to 
the statistics. 

“Using CCTVfootage, we are 
often able to target individuals 
responsible for a few of these 
offences,” he explained. 

“If the circumstances warrant 
it, we then apply for them to be 
remanded and if they are, we 
often have a noticeable drop in 
these crimes.” 

Sgt Raab ensures his team 
works with the car park operators, 
asking them to keep CCTV footage 
for police. 

“At times the car parks also do 
things like put signs up, reminding 
people to take their valuables, yet 
people seem to continue leaving 
things in their cars.” ■ 
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FROM THE ARCHIVES 



BOOZE BUSES 


EDITORIAL BLUE TAYLOR 
PHOTOGRAPHY VICTORIA POLICE 
IMAGE LIBRARY 


The buses may have been 
revamped, with a sleek body and 
now equipped with technology to 
test for drug-drivers as well, but 
their purpose remains the same; 
to get drug and alcohol affected 
drivers off the road. 

They lurk in the backstreets, 
on major highways and on top 
of windy bridges, waiting to 
catch drug and alcohol drivers 
before hitting them with a fine, 
taking their licence or sending 
them to court, none of which 
are appealing prospects. 

This is why - through the 
beer-goggles of a drug or alcohol 
impaired driver - the flashing 
blue lights, and massive body of 
a ‘double-trouble’ booze bus is 
the last image they want to see. 

But if they are lucky, they 
will be caught, before someone 
gets hurt. ■ 


Items relating to road safety and 
Victoria Police’s history can be seen 
at the Victoria Police Museum, 
corner of Flinders and Spencer 
streets, Melbourne. Opening hours 
are from 10am to 4pm, Monday 
to Friday. Entry is free. For more 
information, telephone 9247 5214. 


A PIECE OF OUR PAST 


Urgent action was required. 

A fresh approach to the issue of 
drink-driving needed to be taken. 
The booze bus revolution was born. 


I t was the vehicle that sparked a 
revolution. The booze bus would 
change the face of road policing 
forever when introduced in 1990, 
hitting drink-driving hard and fast, 
doing its bit to reduce the road toll. 

While random breath testing had 
been active since 1976, it alone was 
no match for the growing drink- 
drive culture and escalating road 
toll of the 1980s. 

By the end of the decade the 
road toll had increased by a 
staggering 18 per cent - 777 people 
were killed in 1989 compared to the 
657 in 1980. 


Bold, bulky and no doubt 
intimidating, their striking 
appearance turned heads as 
they rolled out across the state. 
Twelve vehicles took fleet in 
1990, aimed at combating drink¬ 
driving while acting as a visual 
reminder that drink-driving 
would not be tolerated. 

It worked. 

Just a year after their 
introduction, the road toll had 
dropped by 29 per cent. The year 
1990 recorded the lowest road 
toll since 1954, with 548 deaths. 
The achievement was profound, 
especially considering 
how the population had 
ballooned since the 1950s 
and how many drivers had 
since taken to the roads. 

Booze buses continue 
to be a huge contributor to 
the decreasing deaths on 
Victorian roads. 

Since the first bus 
hit the streets 20 years 
ago, the road toll has 
reduced by 63 per cent, 
plummeting from 777 in 
1989 to 290 in 2009, the 
lowest toll to date. 




DOUBLETROUBLE 

.01 The current drug and alcohol bus. 

.02 The first booze bus introduced 
in 1990. 
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WHAT WAS HAPPENING IN 
POLICE LIFE 37 YEARS AGO? 


Then Assistant Commissioner 
John Mclaren suggested the 
coloured cars were a marked 
deterrent to careless drivers. 

“Motorists have not shown a 
willingness to discipline themselves, 
so now, we will discipline them,” 
he said. 

The road toll in 1973 was a 
devastating 935 but reduced to 
806 in 1974 after the super cars 
were introduced. ■ 
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I n a bid to reduce the mounting 
road toll, Victoria Police 
introduced two squads of 
‘super cars’. 

The V8 Falcons began patrolling 
the Flume and Western Plighways 
in 1973 and had a high speed of 
145 miles per hour or 233 kph. 

They were nicknamed ‘candy 
cars’ due to their striking orange 
panels and flashing blue lights. 


I n the past, humorous cartoons regularly appeared in Police Life. 
This cartoon appeared in the January/February 1963 edition. 




























We’ll catch you if you speed. We’ll catch you if you drive over the alcohol limit or on drugs. Don’t risk it. 

We’ll catch you before someone gets hurt. tAc m 








